VANCOUVER
IMMIGRANT PROFILE
CONVERSATION STARTER
There is no one typical Vancouverites. Some residents have called the city home all their lives while others have just arrived.
Immigration continues to change the look of the city and the composition of its neighbourhoods.. The following facts and figures,
from Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) and the 2011 National Household Survey (NHS), provide a glimpse into Vancouver’s
evolving demographic profile.
Regional Context
•

•

•

The number of new immigrants that settled in BC decreased from 44,770 in 2005 to 36,210 in 2013 (Facts and
Figures 2013).
In 2013, 54 percent of 36,161 of immigrants to BC entered
the province under the economic class, 39 percent under
the family class, 5 percent as refugees and 1 percent under
the non-economic immigration category (Immigrants to
Canada by Province of Destination).

•

The NHS survey revealed that a higher concentrations of
people born outside of Canada lived in areas of the city to
the east and to the south, as well as in newly developed
areas of Downtown.

•

The survey confirmed that settlement patterns change
as immigrants spend more time in their new country. In
2011, recent immigrants were often concentrated in certain neighbourhoods while long-term, established immigrants were more likely to be found across the city. There
are many factors that might explain this pattern, including concentrations of settlement and integration services,
rental housing, employment, transportation and established communities.

•

Vancouver has traditionally been perceived to be a city divided between its east and west sides, with the east side
containing a higher concentration of members of cultural

In 2012, there were a total of 160,527 temporary residents
in BC. Forty-six percent of these temporary residents entered Canada as foreign workers, 43 percent as foreign students, 3 percent on humanitarian grounds and 9 percent
under the “other” temporary resident category (Facts and
Figures 2012).

2011 National Household Survey Diversity Statistics
•

in Vancouver was 590,210. Forty-four percent of these
people (258,750) were immigrants and 4 percent (22,960)
or were non-permanent residents.

In 2011, the total population living in private households

immigration status

immigration and settlement
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immigration and settlement

•

In 2011, more than half (52 percent) of Vancouver’s population was made up of members of visible minorities, making Vancouver one of the most diverse cities in Canada.
The largest minority groups were Chinese, Filipino, South
Asian and Southeast Asian.

•

Vancouver is a place where many languages are known,
used and understood. The 2011 census reported 94 individual mother tongues and 93 individual languages as
being regularly spoken in the home. The actual number is
higher as many people reported languages that Statistics
Canada does not report individually. And in some cases,
respondents reported using multiple languages.

•

In 2011, among Canada’s 15 largest cities, Vancouver had
the second highest percentage (45 percent) of people
who had a mother tongue other than English or French.
Within the city, Chinese languages were, by far, the most
prevalent mother tongues, followed by Tagalog, Punjabi and Vietnamese. The next most common non-official
mother tongues reported were Tagalog, Punjabi and Vietnamese.
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minorities, immigrants and people who speak languages other than English. While there is some truth to this impression,
the geographical divides in Vancouver are not absolute and
may be shifting.

2011 National Household Survey Highlights

Top 5 Selected places of birth by
period of immigration

Total population aged 15 years and
over by highest certificate, diploma
or degree
(249,590 Immigrants)
(36,740 Recent Immigrants)

Total population aged 15 years and
over by labour force status

Total income in 2010 of population
aged 15 years and over
(249,585 Immigrants)
(36,740 Recent Immigrants)

Median Income of working people
over 15 years with employment
income

Immigrants

Recent Immigrants
(2006-2011)

Non Immigrants

1. China 2. Philippines 3. Hong
Kong SAR 4. United Kingdom 5.
India

1. China 2. Philippines 3. India
4. United Kingdom 5. United
States

n/a

No certificate, diploma or
degree 4,990 (14%)

No certificate, diploma or
degree 26,305 (10%)

High school diploma or
equivalent 7,855 (21%)

High school diploma or
equivalent 61,755 (23%)

Postsecondary certificate,
diploma or degree 147,195 (59%)

Postsecondary certificate,
diploma or degree 23,895
(65%)

Postsecondary certificate,
diploma or degree 181,325
(67%)

Participation Rate 61%

Participation Rate 66%

Participation Rate 74%

Employment Rate 57%

Employment Rate 59%

Employment Rate 70%

Unemployment Rate 7%

Unemployment Rate 10%

Unemployment Rate 7%

Estimated number of persons
without income: 11,665

Estimated number of persons
without income: 5,395

Estimated number of
persons without income:
12,915

Estimated number of persons
with income: 237,915

Estimated number of persons
with income: 31,340

Estimated number of
persons with income:
256,480

Median Income: $29,962

Median Income:$22,289

Median Income: $36,510

No certificate, diploma or degree
45,800 (18%)
High school diploma or
equivalent 56,590 (23%)

